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Question: Explain the situation and Supreme Court decision in Plessy v Ferguson and what impact it had on African-Americans until the 1960s. What were some of the demands made by African-Americans during the 1960s to overturn the results of Plessy and explain in some detail how some of those demands were met by President Lyndon Johnson's administration.
African Americans sought help in the courts in the US to help promote their constitutional rights. However, the courts overturned the earlier legislation on civil rights and upheld episodes of decisions that allowed segregation of the people of color in the states. Ferguson v. Plessy legal case was held in the US Supreme Court on 18th May 1896 by seven jurors; one of them did not participate. The case emerged in 1892 to challenge against the Separate Car Act of 1890 of Louisiana. The jury promoted the controversial doctrine that assessed racial segregation laws in the constitution.  The case between Plessy versus Ferguson led the challenge against the Fourteenth Amendments meaning of 1868, which prohibited states from discrimination against any person within their jurisdiction on equal protection laws. 
Although the voice of the majority didn’t promote the phrase “separate but equal”, it advocated for constitutional empowerment to laws that were put into place to promote racial segregation by use of separate and probably “equal” public utilities for people of color as well as for whites. The law remained as a controlling precedent in the judiciary until the Supreme Court overturned it later in 1954 in the case between Brown and Board of Education of Topeka.
After World War II, African Americans began to form organized resistance against racial discrimination policies throughout the United States. In the South, African Americans used both grassroots activism and legal challenges to dismantle racial segregation that had lasted for almost a century, following the end of Reconstruction (Locke & Wright, 2019). Civil rights and community activists’ leaders targeted racial discrimination housing policies, legal requirements that whites and African Americans be educated separately and segregated transportation. 
During World War II, most African Americans backed the “Double V Campaign” which urged them to defeat foreign enemies and at the same time, fight against discrimination and segregation at home. Some of the demands made by African Americans during President Johnson administration included their voting rights. Selma March was started in Selma, Alabama and it came to a halt in the city of Montgomery. Johnson supported equal voting rights for people of color as well. 
African Americans also pushed for the enactment of the Civil Rights Act.  President Lyndon B. Johnson was a great advocate of the Civil Rights Movement that acted against segregation. Johnson also went out to meet with civil rights African American leaders such as Martin Luther King. Under his administration, the Civil Rights Act was passed by congress. The Act barred segregation in public facilities and outlawed racial, religious, ethnic and national discrimination. African Americans also pushed for equal welfare programs that benefited them. Through president Johnson, the Great Society started to take action in the fight against poverty. The Economic Opportunity Act that was passed in 1964 created the Community Action program that permitted poor Americans citizens to take charge of funding.
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